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MAPPING COPYRIGHT LAWS ACROSS THW WORLD: WHERE DOES INDIA 

STAND? 

- Akash Krishnan1 & Kushagra Gahoi2 

ABSTRACT 

I’ll be back! 

Unless you live under a rock, you probably must have heard or seen this iconic dialogue. It is 

from the world-famous science fiction film, “The Terminator”. What the movie is also known for 

is the display of fancy machines, apocalyptic world, and, of course, revenge and killings. But are 

these things exclusive to this movie franchise? Have these elements never been copied in any 

other movie? The obvious answer to these questions is no. The things mentioned here are also 

present in The Blade Runner franchise starring Harrison Ford and many more. So how does this 

work? What is Copyright? Copyright is a type of intellectual property protection granted under 

Indian law to the originators of the works of authorship such as literary works, artistic, musical 

and dramatic works, cinematographic films and sound recordings. So the difference above was 

that the idea was similar but the expressions were different and copyright protects expressions 

and not ideas. Copyright refers to the bundle of rights given by the law to the creators of literacy, 

artistic works, dramatic, musical, and the procedures of cinematograph films and sound 

recordings. The rights provided under copyright law include the rights of reproduction of the 

work, communication of the work to the public, an adaptation of work, and transportation of 

work. The scope of Copyright covers within it all kinds of literary works, dramatic works, 

musical works, artistic works, cinematographic films, sound recordings, however, for protecting 

brand names, logos, discoveries or other such assets, the person has to apply for either a 

trademark or patent. The ambit of copyright extends only to those novel uses of the brain, the 

product of which are result of an artistic nature.  
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ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION 

The evolution of copyright law in India is spread over three phases. The first phase involves 

introduction of copyright law in India during the reign of British rule in India in 1911. The 

second phase was in 1914 when the Indian legislatures under the British raj enacted the 

copyright act of 1914, which was similar to British copyright act of 19113 India; saw the third 

phase of its copyright law evolution by the introduction of the Indian copyright act, 19574which 

is similar to the provisions of the Berne Convention.5 

The evolution of the printing industry has led to the introduction of term copyright. Earlier in the 

middle ages, there were no restrictions regarding plagiarism, copying text was a common affair, 

from there the concerns were raised regarding copying by those who created it. “In 1518, the first 

copyright privilege was granted in England to produce the copies. Later in 1701, the parliaments 

of England and Scotland were united as a result of the Anglo-Scottish Union. 

 The new parliament was ready to change the laws in both countries and a crucial early piece of 

legislation was the Copyright Act of 1709, also referred to as the Statute of Anne, after Queen 

Anne. The act was enacted in 1710 and was the first copyright statute. “English Judgment of 

1769, that of Miller V/s Taylor Holding the rights of the author under copyright to be in common 

law based upon the concept of Justice, Equity and Good Conscience”6.  

Another issue arise when few of the famous authors were selling their copyright to others or 

allowing them to publish or print the content in this context again one landmark judgment was 

given in the case of “Donaldson Vs. Beckett in 1774, which ruled that at Common Law the 

author had a sole right of printing and publishing his books, but that once a book was published 

the right in it were exclusively regulated by the Statute”7.  

                                                 
3 Suvrashish Sarkar,History and Evolution of Copyright in India, Volume 5.PIJR 274,274 (2016). 
4 Copyright act,1957. 
5 Summary of the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works,WIPO  

(1886),(June.2,2020,10:05 am),https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/berne/summary_berne.html. 
6 (1769) 98 E.R. 201. 
7 (1774) 98 ER 257. 

https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/berne/summary_berne.html
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The first copyright act came into force in India during the British era in 1847 which gives the 

exclusive right of their work for 42 years in total and has very outdated rules. Registration of the 

copyright was mandatory without registration at the home office; the content is open for the 

public. After independence, India passed another act which is called copyright act 1914 which 

was just a copy of united kingdom copyright act 1911 and few changes were been made to make 

it applicable in India and the important inclusion was the criminal charges for infringement and 

plagiarism and also include the sole right to publish or produce her/his copyrighted publication 

into a different language or any translation till 10 years further, minor modifications were been 

made and another amendment came in 1957. 

“The reasons for various amendments are “Initially, copyrights were confined to the right of 

multiplying copies; it did not include the performing rights in dramatic or musical works. The 

rights have expanded providing a composite right for commercial exploitation of the works in 

this digital era.”8 

Another reason was that India needs a necessary alteration and required independent self-

contained laws in copyright due to the growing demand from people and the from authors. The 

laws need to be amended to fulfil international obligations. 

The copyright act of 1957 was brought to effect on 21st January.1958. The first law on copyright 

enacted by Independent India. The laws were introduced to cope up with the changing times ex: 

the establishment of a copyright board and the registrar of copyright9. In the meanwhile, India 

became the signatory to Geneva Convention for Protection of Producers of Phonograms, 1971 on 

February 12, 197510 The first amendment to this act was brought in 1983 in order to give effect 

to Berne convention. 

                                                 
8EVOLUTION OF LAW OF COPYRIGHT IN 

INDIA,(June.2,2020,10:05am),https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/217434/7/07_chapter%202.pdf 
9 The Copyright (Amendment) Act, 1983 (Act 23 of 1983). 
10 Vijay Dalmia, Copyright Law In India- Everything You Must Know, Mondaq (June.2,2020,10:05 am) 

https://www.mondaq.com/india/copyright/655852/copyright-law-in-india-everything-you-must-know. 

https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/217434/7/07_chapter%202.pdf
https://www.mondaq.com/india/copyright/655852/copyright-law-in-india-everything-you-must-know
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After the establishment of WTO11 in 1995, India became a member of the TRIPS obligation. It 

governed the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights. To comply with the new 

signed agreement Copyright: (Amendment) Act, 1999 was passed. This act was then amended in 

the year 2012 to come in conformity with the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and WIPO 

Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT). Three new sections 2(xa). 65A and 65B were 

introduced which deal with DRM. Major amendments12 were made to suit the technological 

advancement. Amendments to right in artistic works, cinematograph films and sound records, 

WCT and WPT related amendment to provide for commercial rental rights for computer 

programmers, and amendments on the mode of assignment and license was made.13 

NECESSITY OF COPYRIGHT 

In Amar Nath Sehgal v. UOI,14 SC talks about the ‘Paternity Rights’ that flow from a 

copyright. Just like the owner of any property enjoys certain rights flowing from the ownership, 

the necessity of a Copyright stands from the additional rights which the person should benefit 

from. This necessity cannot be overstated, so much so that it has been incorporated in the US 

Constitution.15 

It is considered necessary for procuring a copyright as it allows the owner to license out the use 

of their work which acts as an additional source of income. In the absence of such rights 

guaranteeing protection, people would not be incentivized which would hinder the creative 

growth in the country. It is necessary to avoid duplication of someone else's work which might 

be done intentionally or unintentionally. 

The rationale behind this is ‘Your Work is an Asset’ which means that any creative work or even 

an idea is a potential asset, just like any other tangible asset, over which the owner has certain 

rights. 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK IN INDIA 

                                                 
11 Vijay Dalmia, Copyright Law In India- Everything You Must Know, Mondaq (June.2,2020,10:05 am) 

https://www.mondaq.com/india/copyright/655852/copyright-law-in-india-everything-you-must-know. 

12 Suvrashish Sarkar,History and Evolution of Copyright in India, Volume 5.PIJR 274,274-280 (2016). 
13 Copyright (Amendment) Act of 2012 Section 18, cl .1. 
14 (2005) 30. PTC, 253 (India). 
15 U.S. CONST. amend. XIV, Art 1. 

https://www.mondaq.com/india/copyright/655852/copyright-law-in-india-everything-you-must-know
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The governing law in India regarding copyrights is the Indian Copyright Act, 1957. In India, a 

Copyright is valid for the lifetime of the author/artist and a period of 60 years, commencing from 

the year next to the year of death of the holder of the right. The Act provides for two aspects vis-

a-vis Economic & Moral Rights. 

 Economic Rights 

The author of Copyright enjoys economic rights under S.14 of the Act16. Different works are 

provided different types of protection but majorly, these rights relate to reproducing the work in 

any form, such as storing the work in some form, issuing copies (print or in three/two-

dimension), depiction in front of the public or hiring or selling of the work.  

 Moral Rights 

These rights are provided for under S.57 of the Act17. These rights are further classified as 

Paternity and Integrity Rights 

 Paternity Rights 

This right can be understood as the Right to possession which an owner has over his property. 

Just like an owner has the right to enjoy his property and prevent anyone from trespassing on his 

property, similarly, the holder of a Copyright can claim authorship over their work and prevent 

others, who might want to cut a slice for themselves out of the monetary benefits from claiming 

ownership.  

Integrity Rights 

These rights protect the owner from what can be called vandalism against his property. The 

owner is granted protection against any mutations or distortions to his creation or any other such 

action since the consequences of such alterations may be a prejudice to the reputation of the 

creator.  

REQUIREMENTS FOR CLAIMING COPYRIGHT 

To claim a copyright, the following three conditions need to be satisfied: 

                                                 
16 Copyright Act, 1957, No.14, Acts of Parliament, 1957 (India). 
17 Id. 
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1. Fixation - The idea or creation should be fixed in some form of tangible expression. 

2. Originality - The work, irrespective of the quality, should be the creation of the person(s) 

applying for the copyright. 

3. Creativity - Some level of creativity, which makes the work stand apart from anything 

already in existence, is expected.  

Jurisdiction 

Keeping in mind the protection of the author/artist’s right and encourages creativity, the Apex 

Court has held in People’s Insurance Co. v. Benoy Bhushan18 that apart from the place where 

the cause of action arises, the place where the plaintiff resides or carries on business or 

personally works for gain also holds jurisdiction over such matters. 

COPYRIGHT PROCEDURE IN INDIA  

The procedure of copyright registration is mentioned under Chapter X of the Indian Copyright 

Act, 1957 and Rule 70 of the Copyright Rules, 2013 which lays down a three-step to procedure 

to obtain a copyright.  

TYPES OF COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT  

These are classified into Primary and Secondary Infringement 

Primary Infringement 

Primary infringement refers to copying someone else's copyrighted work. For example- 

photocopying someone else's book and then using it for gaining like selling it in the market. 

However, many times when a part of someone else’s work is taken like a paragraph or a page 

then the copyright holder needs to establish two grounds to show copyright infringement i.e. 

Substantial Undertaking and Casual Connection. 

Secondary Infringement  

Secondary infringement of a copyrighted work takes place when the work is not being copied but 

supporting the primary infringement. Secondary infringement can take place by following 

methods. 

                                                 
18 A.I.R. 1943 Cal.199 (India). 

http://copyright.gov.in/Copyright_Act_1957/chapter_x.html
http://copyright.gov.in/Copyright_Act_1957/chapter_x.html
http://copyright.gov.in/Documents/Copyright_Rules_2013_and_Forms.pdf
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1. Providing a place for Copyright Infringement  

2. Selling Infringed copies  

3. Distributing infringed copies  

4. Importing Infringed Copies  

COPYRIGHT LAWS IN U.S.A AND  INDIA 

In India, we have COPYRIGHT ACT, 1957 which has been amended six times till now. In 

2012, the bill was passed by both the Houses of the Parliament and it came into force on June 

21, 2012.19 In the United States of America, there is THE COPYRIGHT ACT, 1976. In United 

States Laws, the copyright is provided when the originator “fixed the copy for the first time.” 

The works have to be original in its form and should not have any resemblance and it has to be 

“fixed” in any “tangible means of expressions”. In India, the registration of copyright is not 

mandatory as registration is considered a mere record of facts. The registration is not a 

prerequisite for initiating action against infringement of copyright, rather, it is protectable 

through the International Copyright Order, 1999 but it is advisable that the registration process 

should be done because it gives the ownership proof. In the United States of America, a formal 

registration with the US Copyright Office is required for enforcing a copyright.  

If we talk about the duration of copyright, there is a difference of 10 years, like in India the 

duration for copyright is for lifetime and 60 years after the originator’s death and whereas in 

The United States of America the duration of copyright is for lifetime and 70 years after the 

originator’s death.20 Are there any exceptions in copyright laws? Yes, of course. 

The exception of Fair use.21There is an exhaustive list when we talk about fair dealing with 

respect to Indian Laws because there are limitations and restrictions in India, whereas, in the 

United States of America, fair use provides an open and wide ambit for the fair users of a 

copyrighted work. The laws of fair dealing are given in Section 52 of The Copyrights Act, 

                                                 
19 The Copyright (Amendment) Act, 2012, No. 27, Acts of Parliament, 2012 (India). 

 

20 Circular 92 Copyright Law of the United States and Related Laws Contained in Title 17 of the United States 

Code, https://www.copyright.gov/title17/title17.pdf. 
21  Supra note 5. 

http://www.copyright.gov/title17/title17.pdf
http://www.copyright.gov/title17/title17.pdf
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1957, there is no exact definition of fair dealing in Indian laws so our hon’ble courts referred 

to the case of Hubbard v Vosper22 while giving judgments. Indians are known for their 

traditional or conventional thinking and so to continue this legacy they prove this in copyright 

laws also because an exhaustive list is made and if anything that falls outside this list will be 

counted as infringement so there is a very limited scope. Now if we look in The United States 

laws the doctrine of "fair use" keeps its doors wide open for any new exception which adds up 

to fair and bonafide use of a copyrighted work. Section 107 of the Act talks about fair use and 

also a creative commons license is provided under US laws which give permission to use 

copyright works with certain exceptions. 

The other exception is the doctrine of Scènes À Faire. It literally means "scene to be made" or 

"scene that must be made". These are elements of work that are so common that they do not 

even come under copyright. It refers to scenarios where there is no other option to portray a 

certain idea without the usage of some specific elements. These can be scenes, incidents, 

characters, or settings that are practically indispensable or for the least, standard in the 

treatment of a given idea. For instance, to show cauldrons and broomsticks in a movie about 

witches would count as a standard practice, as they are essential elements customary to this 

particular genre. The only thing that matters while determining whether the doctrine can be 

applied or not is the degree to which something is copied. If a scene is copied to a further 

extent and is precisely similar to a larger degree, then the doctrine of Scène à faire would not 

be applicable for the defense of the defendant. 

The scène à faire doctrine is a common defence for copyright infringement which creates a fair 

balance between standard practices and copyright law. It gives an individual the freedom to 

express a specific theme in his/her own way. The doctrine originated from the case of Cain v. 

Universal Pictures23 in California. It is a common defence in The United States of America 

but in India, it is not. It is nowhere mentioned in Indian laws and our Act remains silent even 

on idea-expression dichotomy and in India, it originated from the case of RG Anand v. M/s 

                                                 
22 [1972] 2 WLR 389. 

23 47 F. Supp. 1013 (S.D. Cal. 1942). 
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Deluxe Films.24 So the Indian Act is silent about it but considers it into force. 

Indian laws are a bit conventional as compared to the United States’ laws but India keeps on 

amending laws to be effective and to protect one’s expressions. 

COPYRIGHT LAWS IN INDONESIA AND INDIA 

According to the United States Chamber of Commerce’s 2018 International Intellectual Property 

Index, Indonesia stood at 43rd position, while India stood at 44th position. The Top 3 countries of 

the Index were – USA, Britain, and Sweden.25  

Similarly, according to the 2019 International Property Rights Index, Indonesia stood at 65th 

position out of the total 129 countries26 ; Whereas India improved its position and begged 55th 

Position in the same index.27 

India’s Copyright laws are way different from the Copyright laws followed in Indonesia. These 

laws are different in terms of the rights provided to the author/ creator of the publication, works 

covered under these laws, Punishments awarded on infringing of the Intellectual right of 

anybody, provisions for the protection of creators and foreign work from foreign nationals, 

Duration/ term of the copyright, Registration procedures involved, Conventions and treaties 

these countries are signatory to, and so on. 28 

Work Covered  

Work protected under the Copyright Laws of Indonesia and India is almost similar except for 

some works. Some of the specific works are as follows:-  

▪ Artistic work, comprising paintings, sculptures, drawings, engraves, and photographs, 

architecture, craftsmanship, portraits, etc. 

                                                 
24 1978 AIR 1613. 
25 SARAH YUNIARNI, Indonesia Improves Ranking on Global Intellectual Property Index, Jakarta Globe, (July 2, 

2020, 8:59 P.M), https://jakartaglobe.id/business/indonesia-improves-ranking-on-global-intellectual-property-index/. 
26 2019 | INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY RIGHTS INDEX INDONESIA, Property Rights Alliance, (July 2, 2020, 

9:20 P.M.), https://www.internationalpropertyrightsindex.org/country/indonesia. 
27 2019 | INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY RIGHTS INDEX INDIA, Property Rights Alliance, (July 2, 2020, 9:40 

P.M), https://www.internationalpropertyrightsindex.org/country/india. 
28 Assegaf Hamzah & Partners, Copyright In Indonesia, Lexology, (July2, 2020,10:03 P.M.)  

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=ce772922-2dd2-4f4c-ba6e-2edc7d138c24. 

https://jakartaglobe.id/business/indonesia-improves-ranking-on-global-intellectual-property-index/
https://www.internationalpropertyrightsindex.org/country/indonesia
https://www.internationalpropertyrightsindex.org/country/india
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=ce772922-2dd2-4f4c-ba6e-2edc7d138c24
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▪ Dramatic Artwork, Literary work (Computer games, compilations & computer database), 

Musical works. 

▪ Sound recording, Cinematographic film, Developments in Information/ technology 

Industry, translations, anthologies etc.29 

Indonesia New Copyright Law protects even small contributions like talks, lectures, speeches, 

and other similar works, whereas the Indian Copyright Act, 1957 do not protect such works. 30 

Rights & Duration of The Copyright 

1. The New Copyright law establishes new rights for the owner/ creator of all the written 

works such as books, music or song (lyrical/ non-lyrical), which has been assigned either 

through sold flat agreement or assigned for without a specific time span, then that work 

must be returned back to the author/ creator after completion of 25 years of the deal31, but 

in Indian Copyright Act there’s no such right established. 

2.  Economic right, as in for written/ tangible works such as architecture, fine arts, music/ 

song, books, articles, etc. of the author goes for a lifetime with him/her. In case the owner 

of the copyright dies, the copyright remains in his/her name up to 70 years from the date 

of the demise.32  In the case of more than one owner of the copyright, the copyright 

remains in their name until the span of 70 years is over, after the death of the last owner. 

In other cases, if the copyright is registered in the name of a separate legal entity, then the 

copyright will be effective only for 50 years. 33  

Whereas, In Indian Copyright Law, the economic Right of the artist/ author is protected 

for a lifetime, but limits till 60 years following the death of the artist/ owner of the 

                                                 
29 Ibid.  

30 Vijay Pal Dalmia, India: Copyright Law In India- Everything You Must Know, Mondaq, (July 2, 2020, 11:12 

P.M.) https://www.mondaq.com/india/copyright/655852/copyright-law-in-india-everything-you-must-know. 

31 Ibid. 

32 Copyright Laws in Indonesia, PAUL HYPE PAGE & CO. (July3nd,2020,12.16A.M.) 

https://www.paulhypepage.co.id/copyright-laws-in-indonesia/. 

33 Supra Note 4. 

https://www.mondaq.com/india/copyright/655852/copyright-law-in-india-everything-you-must-know
https://www.paulhypepage.co.id/copyright-laws-in-indonesia/
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copyright. In case of any ownerless, anonymous publication, the work is protected for 60 

years, starting from the year following the date of publication. 34 

3. The new Copyright law of Indonesia doesn’t prescribe any territorial application 

exclusively in regards to the protection of foreign works/ website infringement.35 On the 

other side, the Indian Copyright Act, 1957 has a whole different provision for the 

protection of piracy of work/ content belonging to foreign nations, whose countries are 

signatory to the same conventions and treaties to which India is also a signatory. Any 

infringement of foreign copyright is dealt with by the International Copyright order, 

1999. 36 

INFRINGEMENT AND REMEDIES 

The agency named – DGIP (Directorate General of Intellectual Property) in Indonesia is 

responsible for dealing with the Intellectual property Rights and Copyright issues. Registration 

of Copyright is also dealt with by this organization. 37 

India has two agencies i.e. – i) NASSCOM – National Association of Software and Service 

Companies. ii) NIAPC – National Initiative against Piracy and Counterfeiting. These two 

organizations are responsible to deal with infringement and recordation issues in India. These 

agencies work under the Ministry of telecommunication. 38 

CONVENTIONS AND TREATIES SANCTIONED 

UK is a signatory to the Berne Convention, Rome Convention, WIPO, WIPO Copyright treaty, 

Agreement of trade-related aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

Berne convention is for Protection the copyright of Literary and artistic works. 

                                                 
34 Copyright Law in India, Legal services, (July 3rd, 2020, 1:16 A.M.)  

http://www.legalserviceindia.com/article/l195-Copyright-Law-in 

India.html#:~:text=Under%20section%2013%20of%20the,the%20Act%20as%20literary%20works. 
35 Supra Note 4. 
36 Supra Note 6. 
37 Supra Note 8. 
38 Supra Note 10. 

http://www.legalserviceindia.com/article/l195-Copyright-Law-inIndia.html#:~:text=Under%20section%2013%20of%20the,the%20Act%20as%20literary%20works.
http://www.legalserviceindia.com/article/l195-Copyright-Law-inIndia.html#:~:text=Under%20section%2013%20of%20the,the%20Act%20as%20literary%20works.
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Rome Convention is for the protection of copyright of artists, choreographers, performers, 

producers and directors, and broadcasting organizations.  

World Intellectual property rights Organisation (WIPO) protects all the rights which come under 

intellectual rights and copyright. 39 

The signatory members of these conventions are automatically protected by each signatory 

country. On the other side, India is a signatory to the Berne Convention, Rome convention, 

Universal copyright Convention, Geneva Convention for the protection of Rights of procedures 

of Phonograms, WIPO, and UNESCO. 40 

The agencies responsible for Copyright licensing and infringement in the UK is Copyright 

Licensing Agency (CLA)41 whereas, In India, NASSCOM and NIAPC are responsible for taking 

care of Copyright recordation, licensing, and infringement. 

CONCLUSION 

Indian copyright law is at parity with the international standards as contained in TRIPS. The 

(Indian) Copyright Act, 1957, pursuant to the amendments in 1999, 2002 and 2012, fully reflects 

the Berne Convention for Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, 1886 and the Universal 

Copyrights Convention, to which India is a party. India is also a party to the Geneva Convention 

for the Protection of Rights of Producers of Phonograms and is an active member of the World 

Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

The scope and duration of protection provided under copyright laws vary with the nature of 

protected work. Copyright has come to limelight due to the growing interest in the topic owing to 

                                                 
39Protecting your copyright abroad, Intellectual property office, (July 3rd, 2020, 2:09 P.M.) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-your-uk-intellectual-property-abroad/protecting-your-

copyright-

abroad#:~:text=The%20UK%20is%20a%20member,of%20Phonograms%20and%20Broadcasting%20Organisations 
40 Copyright Laws in India, S. S. Rana & Co, (July 3rd, 2020, 2.32 P.M.) https://www.ssrana.in/ip-laws/copyright-

law-india/#:~:text=India%20is%20a%20member%20of,Treaty%2C%201996%20(WPPT). 
41 Copyright Licensing Agency license, (July 3, 2020, 2.40 P.M.) https://www.gov.uk/copyright-licensing-agency-

licence. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-your-uk-intellectual-property-abroad/protecting-your-copyright-abroad#:~:text=The%20UK%20is%20a%20member,of%20Phonograms%20and%20Broadcasting%20Organisations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-your-uk-intellectual-property-abroad/protecting-your-copyright-abroad#:~:text=The%20UK%20is%20a%20member,of%20Phonograms%20and%20Broadcasting%20Organisations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-your-uk-intellectual-property-abroad/protecting-your-copyright-abroad#:~:text=The%20UK%20is%20a%20member,of%20Phonograms%20and%20Broadcasting%20Organisations
https://www.ssrana.in/ip-laws/copyright-law-india/#:~:text=India%20is%20a%20member%20of,Treaty%2C%201996%20(WPPT).
https://www.ssrana.in/ip-laws/copyright-law-india/#:~:text=India%20is%20a%20member%20of,Treaty%2C%201996%20(WPPT).
https://www.gov.uk/copyright-licensing-agency-licence
https://www.gov.uk/copyright-licensing-agency-licence
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the progress in Information Technology, advancement in the fields of digital printing, 

communication, and Entertainment. Technological progress has made the reproduction of 

copyright material easy, but at the same time piracy of original work also has grown immensely. 

For the protection of copyright, many countries have formed conventions as it is international in 

nature. The Berne Convention and Universal Copyright Conventions are due to that effort. Most 

countries including India are members of these conventions. Therefore, Indian Copyright owners 

can protect their ownership of copyright internationally. 

The copyright protection laws in India have come a long way and interpret the term not only in 

its traditional sense but also in its modern sense. India has recognized the importance of such 

rights to cultivate creativity in the country and provides a robust mechanism for encouraging 

them. The amendment made to the Act in 1994, has played a major role in advancements before 

which there were various instances of exploitation and loophole wherein the length of the search 

procedure made it possible for the wrongdoer to cover their tracks.  

There is still a long way to go for India to reconcile it with the IT Act, 2000 and remove any 

technical barriers which could be used as a loophole, but it is safe to say that the situation is 

under control and does not call for any serious actions as of now. 

 

http://copyright.gov.in/Documents/CopyrightRules1957.pdf

